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On November 11, 1918 the First World War in Europe came to an end

AR wefore this, the British rulers in India felt relieved and started paying more

tention 1O the activities of the national leaders. Thinking that the Defence of
~dia Act would lapse aiter the war, the government of India was already in
sgarch of SOME stringent measures to curb the activities of terrorists. The

sovernment appointed a Committee headed by a judge Sydney Rowlatt who
;ltimately drafted two separate bills known as Rowlatt bills. The provisions of
sese bills would curb the civil liberties of the Indian people who could be
apprehended, kept in jailand sentenced even without the advice of jury.

These bills having obnoxious provisions were bound to arouse the
countrywide nationalist sentiments. Gandhiji decided to oppose these and he
made a declaration to this effect on February 9, 1919. Again on March 18. 1919
he issued a pledge that in the event of passage of the bill he would resort to non-
violent Satyagraha at once. However, on March 21, 1919 the bills were passed.
There was countrywide agitation against the passages of these bills. Gandhiji in
consultation with a few other national leaders including sardar Vallabh bhai
Patel, Sarojini Naidu and C. Rajagopalachari decided to launch agitation against
: the bills on April 6, 1919. However, in some parts of the country the agitation
started even earlier for e. g. in Delhi it started on March 30, involving certain
~ Incidents of violence. But the satyagraha on April 6, 1919 was successfully
- launched. Itwas both assertive and useful.

- Theagitation against the Rowlatt bills had its impact in Madhya Pradesh
wl-_ri"” too. Having opposed vehemently the formation of Rowlatt Committee at
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