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Travel has always had a fascination for
mankind from the earliest times. It may rightly
be called as an ancient phenomenon. The man
wandered from one place to another place in
search of food and shelter In ancient period of
history. All travels are not tourism but all tours
are travels. Historical records have amply
reflected that people travelled for motives other
than trade, commerce and religious rites in the
ancient world.! The man had the desire to

explore the unknown land and seek new
experiences.

undertaking travels. In the case of India, travels
were undertaken for religious and business

purpose during the earliest perio ds. of her
History.
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An Insight into the History of Travels in Ancient India

Dr. Sanjay Rarolia
History Department, Dr. Harisingh Gaur University, Sagar (M.P)

throughout the country, came to be loved and
visited because of their scenic charms, temple
cities rich in art, architecture and assoclation of
pious men and scholars.

cou nce in India Tirthatan visit
lace for religious purpose constitutes

! ajor segment of domestic tourism in India

N\ today. We know that Adiguru
Shankaracharya had set up four Mathas in four

irections of tha country in 7% century. Since

then it has become an established practice to
visit these Mathas in a life span of a man
following Hindu faith.

The visits to these centers of
pilgrimages as a part of religious duty made
wide travelling a national habit and promoted
inter-communication between different parts of
the country.s The common ways of thought and
life, resulting in common ideals and institutions
produced that cultural unity which knit the
whole country into a single organism and deep

knowledge of the land® Apart from the
v travelling to such pilgrimage centers, Indians
~ have a deep faith to visit the congregational
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