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The National Green Tribunal In Indian Perspecﬁve

Vivek Dubey

Introduction |
The e.nvirf)nmental disputes are typical and complicated in naturé S0 it requires

an expertise 1n different fields (like biology, sociology, economics, administration
management and law -etc..) to resolf.re the environmental matters in effective ané
expeditio.us manner which ISP ossible with a regular judicial and administrative set
up in India. The need for environmental courts has long been felt for other reasons also
like the higher judiciary in India is overburdened with a large backlog of cases.' Thus, in
order to have effective prevention of environmental pollution environmental complaints
should be decided expeditiously which is not possible in the present context of judicial
administration. Therefore, there was an urgent need for an alternative forum so that
environmental cases were decided without much delay.” India is a party to the decisions
taken at Stockholm Conference 1972 and Rio De Janerio Conference, 1992, wherein the
participating states were called upon to provide effective assess to judicial and
administrative proceedings and to develop national laws regarding the liability and
compensation for the victims of pollution and other environmental damage.’

Prominent jurists of the country also expressed the similar views.' The Rio
Declaration on Development and Environment states that “states shall-develop the
national law regarding liability and compensation for the victims of Pollution and other
environmental damage”.’ |

The Law Commission of India in its 186th Report recommended that t.he
government needs to constitute special Environmental Courts,' to deal with
multidisciplinary issues relating to protection of environment, which _W°“1dh2_avi
members with judicial or legal experience assisted by mex'nber's w1tl} .tec 1c:s
knowledge. Since the advice of environmental experts is required in dec1dmg.ca§1is
elated to the environment it would be feasible to include environma@ expert; mases :
“Pecialised body, Set h a body would help in fast disposal of

v y. Setting up suc y 4 have original
. vionmental Courts in various states or group of states WoU

isdiot: . : ‘ronment 1S
Wisdiction i all civil cases where a substantial question relating 10 €nVIro

ly 6
“Vedand Appeilate jurisdiction under various other statutes.

Uac yCaarBe'hf-r&"’ﬁ’ January-June, 2019, ISSN 0974-0066, pp. 189-194
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