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Decolonizing the Mind:  Culture, Literature and Criticism 

(21st October -03rd November, 2021) 
 

In recent years contestations around European colonial heritage and legacies have 

been voiced around calls “to decolonize” institutions, public spaces, curricula and forms 

of knowledge. A key contribution, which remains influential among activists and scholars 

in many parts of Europe and Africa today, is that of Kenyan novelist and literary theorist 

Ngugi wa Thiong’o and his “Decolonizing the Mind” published in 1981. In this short book, 

Ngugi asserts that colonialism’s “most important area of domination was the mental 

universe of the colonized, the control through culture, of how people perceived 

themselves and their relationship to the world”. He considered Colonialism as a “cultural 

bomb” which annihilated people’s belief in their language, heritage and environment and 

made them regard their own cultural background as “a wasteland of non-achievement”. 

Through various social movements contestations of such assumptions started which not 

only attempted at de-centering the Western traditions of knowledge and refuting the 

westernized canons but initiating the processes of liberating one from the colonial 

hangovers, critically evaluating the power dynamics and the hegemonic practices of 

systemic oppression through Literature, Culture, and Critical practices. 

 

 The Refresher course envisages a wide discussion of various aspects of 

Colonization and its aftermath, the resistance movements do de-centre the centre and 

find a new place in the world order. 
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Decolonizing the Mind:  Culture, Literature and Criticism 

(21st October -03rd November, 2021) 
 

A two weeks UGC-Sponsored Multi-Disciplinary Online Refresher Course on 

Decolonizing the Mind:  Culture, Literature and Criticism was conducted by the Department 

of English and Other Europeans Languages from 21st October to 03rd November, 2021.  

The inaugural ceremony was held on 21st October 2021 at 10:30 A.M., Hon’ble Vice 

Chancelor Prof. Neelima Gupta, Dr. H. S. Gour Vishwavidyalaya (A Central University), Sagar 

(M.P.) was Chief Guests of the course. Prof. G.J.V. Prasad, Centre for English Studies, School 

of Languages, Jawar Lal Nehru University, New Delhi, delivered the key notes address. Prof. 

Nivedita Maitra, Head, Department of English and Other European Languages, introduced 

the concept note and extended welcome all the 55 outstation participants of the refresher 

course.  

The sessions ran from 10A.M. to 6 P.M. Four lectures were delivered per day. There 

were thirty-six resource persons out of which six were from within the university, and the 

rest were from other university of the country. The morning sessions were devoted to 

lectures and interactive sessions. And the post lunch sessions were devoted to discussion, 

debates and micro-teaching on various sub-themes of the refresher course. 

The course was highly appreciated both for its quality of lectures delivered and 

relevant theme of the course. 

 

The Resource persons for the Two Weeks Multi-Disciplinary Refresher Course on 

“Decolonizing the Mind:  Culture, Literature and Criticism” were: 

RESOURCE PERSON AFILIATION 

Dr Himanshu Giri Sigmund Freud University Vienna 

Prof. Kalpana Purohit Professor & Head, Department of English, Jai Narain Vyas 

University, Jodhpur, Rajasthan. 

Prof. Monika Gupta Department of English, Modern European and Other Foreign 

Languages, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University 

Prof. Hitesh Raviya Department of English,  

The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda 

Dr. Prakash Joshi Department of English and Other European Languages 

Dr. Harisingh Gour Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar (M.P.) 
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Prof. Banibrata Mohanta Department of English, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi 

Prof. Aparajita Hazra Department of English, Sidho Kanho Birsha University, West 

Bengal 

Prof. G S Giri Department of Yogic Science, 

 Dr. Harisingh Gour Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar (M.P.) 

Prof. Ranu Uniyal English and Modern European Languages, Lucknow 

University, UP 

Prof. Anita Singh Department of English, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi 

Dr. C Raju  

Prof. A.D. Sharma Department of English and Other European Languages 

Dr. Harisingh Gour Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar (M.P.) 

Prof. Baral Department Comparative Literature & India Studies, 

English and Foreign Languages University 

Hyderabad, Telangana 

Prof. Susheel Sharma Department of English & Modern European Languages, 

University of Allahabad 

Prof. Subir Dhar   English & School of Languages and Culture, Rabindra 

Bharati University 
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Here is the schedule of the Refresher Course 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS WHO SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THE REFRESHER COURSE 

 
S.NO NAME DESIGNATION SUBJECT AFFILIATION STATE  

1 Dr. Abubakkar K. K Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College, 
Kodad 

Kerala 
  

2 Dr. Ajeet Dehariya Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 
Women 

Madhya 
Pradesh  

3 Mr. Anjaneya M N Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Karnataka 
 

4 Ms. Anupama Maitra Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 
Women 

West Bengal 

 
5 Dr. Biswanath Das Associate 

Professor 
English KRR Government Arts & Science College Odisha 

 
6 Dr. D. Ghayathry Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Tamil Nadu 

 
7 Dr. Datta 

Gangadharrao 
Sawant 

Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
8 Dr. Dipti Shukla Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Uttar Pradesh 

 
9 Dr. Fatima Ashana Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Uttar Pradesh  

10 Mr. Gagan Patidar Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 
Women 

Madhya 
Pradesh  

11 Dr. Hemant 
Radhakrushna 

Gaikwad 

Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
12 Mr. Holambe Sanjay 

Balasaheb 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Maharashtra 

 
13 Dr. I. Amenla 

Changkija 
Assistant Professor Linguistics KRR Government Arts & Science College Telangana 

 
14 Dr. Joshi Abhijit 

Govindrao 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Maharashtra 

 
15 Mr. Krishna Nand 

Mishra 
Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Bihar 

 
16 Mrs. Madhu 

Sriwastav 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
West Bengal 

 
17 Dr. Madhumita Basu Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College West Bengal  
18 Mr. Mahendrakumar 

Ramji Patle 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Gujarat 

 
19 Ms. Mamta 

Kishanrao 
Jonipelliwar 

Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College, 
Kodad 

Maharashtra 

 
20 Dr. Manisha 

Dashrath Sasane 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Maharashtra 

 
21 Ms. Mohuya 

Bhaumik 
Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College West Bengal 

 
22 Mr. Nandkumar 

Dagdu Bhandari 
Associate 
Professor 

English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 
Women 

Maharashtra 

 
23 Dr. Neelkanth 

Jagannath 
Dahale 

Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
24 Dr. Ohm Shrivastava Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Uttar Pradesh 

 
25 Dr. Omprabha Arjun 

Lohakare 
Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
26 Mr. Patil Jitendra 

Pitambar 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Maharashtra 
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27 Ms. Pooja P. Halyal Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Karnataka  
28 Mr. Pradeep Goutam 

Ingole 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Maharashtra 

 
29 Mr. Pradip 

Gunderao Kolhe 
Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
30 Dr. Pranav 

Dattatray 
Khoche 

Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 
Women 

Maharashtra 

 
31 Mr. Pravin Bhagwan 

Bhaskar 
Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
32 Mr. Pravin Ratan 

Berad 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Maharashtra 

 
33 Dr. Rajendra 

Raghunath 
Rajput 

Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
34 Dr. Remya K Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Kerala 

 
35 Dr. S Ramanathan Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Tamil Nadu  
36 Dr. S. Esther Juliet 

Sujatha 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Tamil Nadu 

 
37 Dr. Sachin Singh Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Madhya 

Pradesh  
38 Dr. Samik Sen Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
West Bengal 

 
39 Dr. Sanjay 

Nivratirao 
Kadam 

Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
40 Mrs. Sanjukta Bala Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
West Bengal 

 
41 Mr. Shankar Haibati 

Bhoir 
Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
42 Mrs. Shanthi Roche Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Karnataka 

 
43 Dr. Silvia Flavia Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Tamil Nadu  
44 Mr. Soumik 

Banerjee 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
West Bengal 

 
45 Dr. Subhash 

Kishanrao 
Shinde 

Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
46 Dr. Sujata Bose Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
West Bengal 

 
47 Ms. Sunanda 

Ramnath 
Pachore 

Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
48 Mrs. Sushama 

Purushottam 
Saner 

Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 
Women 

Maharashtra 

 
49 Dr. T. Devaki Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Tamil Nadu  
50 Dr. Varsha 

Wamanrao 
Suryawanshi 

Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 
Women 

Maharashtra 

 
51 Dr. Varsha 

Vasantrao 
Hadgekar 

Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Maharashtra 

 
52 Dr. Vemoth Vinitha 

Nair 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
Kerala 

 
53 Mrs. Vidya K S Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Karnataka 

 
54 Ms. Yasmin 

Chaudhuri 
Assistant Professor English Shahid Matangini Hazra Govt College for 

Women 
West Bengal 
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55 Dr. YVR Prasanna 
Kumar 

Assistant Professor English KRR Government Arts & Science College Telangana 

 

        

 


