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Abstract

dia is a multi ethnic country with a federal polity. There are 29 States which are again multi ethnic in
re. The State of West Bengal is predominantly ethnic ‘Bengali’ however its famous Darjeeling hill
on is populated by ethnic Nepalese. As a result the ethnic Bengalis effectively control the political,
conomic and social fabric of the State of West Bengal. This has caused lot resentment amongst the ethnic
epalese, resulting in a very violent agitation in the early eighties, led by the G.N.L.F. The Nepalese
manded a separate State of Gorkhaland consisting of the Darjeeling hills. This would have resulted in
urcation of the State of West Bengal which was vehemently opposed by the Governmentand the ethnic
ngali population of the State of West Bengal. After a lot of negotiations involving the Government of
a, the Government of the State of West Bengal and the Gorkha National Liberation Front (G.N.L.F.),
ipartite agreement was signed in 1985 and the Gorkha Hill Development Council (G.H.D.C.) was
ed. The G.H.D.C, an elective body, satisfied the urge of autonomy and self determination amongst
thnic Nepalese of Darjeeling hills. It also satisfied the stand of the Government of West Bengal of
mon-bifurcation of their State. Since its inception in 1985 the G.H.D.C. has ensured peace in the Darjeeling
Is of the State of West Bengal. Elections for the D.G.H.C. have been held periodically and its powers
> increased with time due to repeated negotiations between the G.H.D.C. and the Governments of
t Bengal and the Government of India. However, the hopes of development of the area have not
come a reality due to non-performance of hill council. And movement for a separate state of Gorkhaland
asrevived. The government now offered GTA with more autonomy to the Gorkhas but things have not
oved on the ground for the common Gorkhas. In a way the DGHC and GTA has been a victim of the
e disease that affects the whole of Indian polity and administration i.e. autocratic and corrupt politi-
and officials who are more interested in self-aggrandizement than welfare of the masses that they

s torepresent and serve.
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Infroduction

hereditary rulers who recognized British suzerainty
in return for local autonomy, in most cases as
established by treaty. Most of the British provinces
had elected legislatures as well as governors,
although some of the smaller provinces were
governed by a chief commissioner appointed by the

“~ormation of States In India
ior to 1947 the British Indian Empire, was

ised into two types of territories: the provinces
h India, which were governed directly by

“msshofficials responsible to the Governor- General
¢ India and princely states under the rule of local
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Governor-General. In1930s, Britishalso recognized
the principle of federalism.




