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Introduction:

The novel corona virus or COVID-
19 first emerged in Hubei province of China
in mid November 2019 and within months
spread to other parts of the world resulting in
lakhs of deaths and massive damage to
livelihoods and economies of many countries.
(First COVID-19 case ....,13.3.2020) It came
to India from China and by the end of January
2020 first case was reported in India in
Thrissur, Kerala and the second case in early
February 2020 was also from Kerala. Both
these patients were students in Chinaand had
come home from there. (Mukesh Rawat,
12.3.2020)

Measures Taken by Indian Government

Affecting Poor and Rural Population:

e The ministry issued a 24X7 helpline
number for any query on corona virus.

s States and Union Territories were asked
to review their preparedness to prevent
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and control COVID 19 and also to plug
any gaps in areas such as surveillance,
laboratory support infection prevention
and control, logistics, risk communication.
(First case of corona ..., 30.1.2020)
On 20" March 2020 PM Narendra Modi
announced 21 days lockdown to stop
spread of COVID- 19.
The government infroduced the Aarogya
Setu mobile application to educate
citizens about COVID- 19 and help them
make informed decisions amid the crisis.
83 million (8.3 crore) women of below
poverty line families covered under
Ujjwala scheme got free LPG cylinders
for 3 months.
Under the National Social Assistance
Programme, Rs 14000 millions (1,400
crore) were disbursed to about 28.2
million (2.82 crore) elderly, widows and
disabled people as one-time ex-gratia
amount of INR 1,000 in two installments




